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They tried to nail us more than once, but the Birko spirit was victorious!
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HEY KIDS!

Head down under the clubrooms 
before the game today and

get a free icecream! 
Thank you to the

11th Grade Bengals for their help!

FREE
ICECREAM
Today Only!
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PRESIDENTS WELCOME
Welcome to Shepherds Park. For Hamilton Wanderers players, supporters 
and management we meet again in the ASB Chatham Cup, having played 
an identical fixture last year in the last 16 of the ASB Chatham Cup. 

That in itself is no surprise with Wanderers currently third in the NRFL Premier league and as 
a club with a proud history of promoting and developing youth players. 

We expect a real battle as each club seeks to reach the quarterfinal stage. 

The events of Sunday last week when we played our rivals Glenfield are captured in one word 
– epic! Many people have commented on how it was the best game they have seen from a 
passion and intensity perspective. 

For me, the moment that brought a lump to my throat was the involvement of the many 
midgets, junior and youth players in celebrations afterwards. That was a perfect example of 
the culture we are trying to achieve as a club. One club. Passion. Success.    

Thank you to the Red & White Army for your passionate and dedicated support. You are the 
embodiment of our club culture. With that comes responsibility and I am proud of the way the 
Red & White Army handled themselves during what was an electric atmosphere. 

Let’s support the boys noisily today. Let’s keep remembering the little ones with young ears 
and not only win on the field, but win off it too. 

I hope to see you all in the clubrooms afterwards. Everyone is welcome, especially kids and 
families. 

Dave Newick 
President – BUAFC  

Please support the advertisers in the programme,
as without them we wouldn’t have one!
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73 Carlisle Rd, Browns Bay Auckland

•	 Printed/Personalised LUGGAGE TAGS
•	 Plain & Printed LANYARDS
•	 SECURITY WRISTBANDS, Tyvek, PVC, 

Vinyl & Material
•	 SILICONE WRISTBANDS
•	 THUNDERSTIX
•	 PLASTIC CARD Printing

E: sales@taggs-r-us.com
P: 094 799 799   M: 021 258 7776

www.taggs-r-us.com
www.silicone-wristbands.co.nz

www.printed-lanyards.co.nz
www.tyveksecuritywristbands.co.nz
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FIRST TEAM REPORT
Welcome to Mark and his Hamilton Wanderers team for today’s ASB Chatham 
Cup. 
Wanderers are having a fantastic season and as we found out at Porritt 
Stadium earlier this season, are a tough side to try and beat.
Since our last home game we have had the famous ASB Chatham Cup clash.
I’m talking football and nothing else here. We had two hard fought games. We 

looked good at Tahoroto on a good surface and struggled a bit on the turf. I think we’ve come 
out of the games a bit wiser, a bit bruised and definitely with a few injuries, but that’s football. I 
am pleased to say that I was very happy with our discipline over the two games. Young Elijah 
has proven what a talent he is and Gareth has proved his worth with some fantastic keeping, 
to save us in the last game against Glenfield.
Like Hamilton we are doing well in the league and hope to stay in that top three till the season 
ends.
A massive thanks to all the staff at Birkenhead, over the last few weeks. Dave Newick … take 
a bow, we’re lucky to have you.
We also have the best support of any club. The team love seeing the painted faces, flags etc 
and most of all we love all the youngsters coming along and getting involved. “Football in the 
Community” is what we are striving for.
Thank you to today’s ball boys who are from the 9th Grade.
Cheers Hobbo

FIRST TEAM REPORT – MANAGERS SAY!
A warm welcome to Mark, Rod, their players and the travelling Wanderers 
supporters, to the “Home of Football”, that is Shepherds Park. Today no doubt 
will produce some entertaining football in a ASB Chatham Cup fixture that of 
recent times has become somewhat a regular fixture.
Also a big welcome to Stephen Fletcher and his assistants, thank you for the 

job that you take on and we hope you enjoy the game.
Having experienced the recent ‘groundhog’ day events with the McFetridge Park being 
deemed unplayable and the ensuing transfer to Taharoto Road which became marred by 
suspicious circumstances, the first attempt in some heavy conditions, showed a Birko team 
enjoy the lions share of the 48 mins played before the abandonment. With an Elijah Neblett 
brace and a Sam Jenkins finish brought a 0-3 result with sadly not enough time played. A 
replay was deemed appropriate! Elijah Neblett earned the player of the day spoils.

Continued ...
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Replay time and as mentioned back to Taharoto Road with dramas and 
pleonastic* efforts by Glenfield to keep a true home advantage bearing no 
fruit! Sadly, fiendish mystery beckoned and to the surprise of all, ‘nails’ were 

found to be scattered in various areas of the pitch … ‘sabotage’. Needless to say a sincere 
thank you must go to the Takapuna stalwarts who generously gave up their time and facilities 
to try and have this cup tie played on their ground and hope that the surface is again fit to be 
used. For their hospitality to be abused is disgraceful to say the least!
Off to the ‘Tiger Turf’ for a 4pm start and no one could be blamed for thinking they had 
arrived at Carlaw Park with some of the thuggery on the menu. A volatile game that erupted 
on occasions went to the break 1-1, a close range finish from Sam Jenkins. The second 
stanza bought much of the same, Glenfield losing two players to red cards, Birko played 
right to the end and were rewarded with a Jack Hobbo penalty for a final 2-2 score line and 
into extra time. An outstanding effort from Gareth Williams who stepped into the breach 
when John Fletcher was targeted and subsequently hobbled! A 109th minute strike by Sam 
Margetts bulged the net and in an emotionally fuelled tie took Birko to the next stage of the 

* Conditions apply
20%

 

Discount *
On presentation
of advertisement
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PLAYERS OF THE DAY
Vs	 Three Kings	 Godwin Darkwa
Vs	 East Coast Bays	 Dylan Windust
Vs	 Onehunga Sports	 Sam Jasper
Vs	 Manurewa	 Bill Tuiloma
Vs	 Waitakere	 Dylan Windust
Vs	 Bay Olympic	 Jacob Hall
Vs	 Hamilton Wanderers	 Ryan Howlett
Vs	 Central Utd	 Jack Hobson-McVeigh
Vs 	 Ellerslie	 Ash Crawford
Vs	 Cambridge	 Adam Wallis
Vs	 Three Kings	 Adam Wallis
Vs	 Glenfield 	 Elijah Neblett
Vs	 Glenfield	 Gaz Williams

ASB Chatham Cup. Player of the day – Gaz Williams.
To our loyal supporters:
On behalf of Hobbo, Tim, Hannah, the lads and myself a huge thank you to 
all the club members, families friends and purest fans, for not only the rivalrous support over 
the past fortnight, but the entire season thus far. You guys ‘n’ gals have been inspirational 
from the wigs, horns, ‘Red and White Army’ 
colours and of course the priceless banter 
that is soooo encouraging! This means the 
world to the entire squad and we thank you 
again. The beauty that so many people from 
different walks of life are so ‘united’ in this 
nepotistic manner can be found at no other 
club in this country, of that I am sure.
Back to Hamilton Wanderers, and let’s hope 
the euphoria of the recent derby can be 
perpetuated for today and for the remaining 
games in the 2013 season.

* Editors note:
Pleonastic: Long-winded, garrulous, 
repetitious, convoluted, wordy …. basically 
whinging!

Proud
to Support the 

Birkenhead 
Community
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Birko Goal Scorers 2012

Birko Goal Scorers 2013

1ST TEAM
League C/Cup

Jack Hobson McVeigh.......... 4................. 2
Sam Jenkins........................ 4................. 2
Sam Margetts...................... 3................. 1
Doobie Parkinson................2
Sam Jasper.........................2
Dylan Windust...................... 2................. 1
Elijah Neblett.......................2
Godwin Darkwa...................2
James Lawson....................2
Bill Tuiloma.........................1*
Ryan Howlett.......................1
Adam Wallis.........................1
Rodrigo Campodonico.........1
* L.A. Galaxy

RESERVES

Harrison Bolton-Roberts....................... 6
Nathan Gibb........................................ 5
Connor Felstead.................................. 4
Paul Park............................................ 3 
Dylan Higgins...................................... 1
Harry Bell........................................... 1
Cody Doherty...................................... 3
Elijah Neblett....................................... 1
Shaylin Neethling................................. 2
Jack Holbutt........................................... 1
Hussein Ewazi........................................ 1
Andrew McFadzean................................ 1

■ Tyres ■ Wheel Alignments ■ Brakes ■ Suspension
B E A C H H A V E N

246 Beachhaven Road, Beachhaven • P 483 6037 • F 483 6035
www.firestonebeachhaven.co.nz
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Stuart Weir
P: 525 4597

stuart@kempsweir.co.nz

Please call me 
for all of your 

Property, Business, 
Wills and 

Trust legal needs
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BIRKO RESSIES
Birkenhead Reserves v East Coast Bays Shepherds Park 
22/6/2013

Having a comfortable win at Bays in the Cup the preceding week our 
thoughts returned to ensuring that we maintained our good form in the league and took 
the maximum points from our home game. With the inclusion of several first team squad 
players we got off to a flying start when Godwin’s work in the box resulted in a handball and 
after two minutes the resulting penalty put us one nil up. New signing Dan Morgan placing 
the ball expertly into the net. Three minutes later Rossi showed his class by gliding through 
the defence, drawing the keeper and slotting home to make it 2-0. Then we went to sleep. 

The next 25 minutes was, at best, an ordinary affair as Bays tried to work themselves back 
into the game. Whilst they didn’t really threaten they had more possession than they should 
have been allowed, so it was with some relief when Godwin grabbed our third. This followed 
a period of excellent football created by Dan who had re-established control in the central 
midfield. Sadly Bays grabbed one back after an inadvertent back pass gave them a free kick 
on the edge of the six yard box! Fortunately on the stroke of half time James Lawson’s nifty 
footwork gained himself a goal and we went into the break 4-1 up.

Within 10 minutes of the restart we pushed the lead out when Jamie Shields slotted home 
from the penalty spot and Godwin grabbed himself a second very classy goal before being 
subbed off.  Whilst Bays grabbed another goal the game had been all over within the first 
few minutes and the team had done the job. The back four and Gareth dealt confidently with 
the Bay’s attacks and the midfield and forwards controlled the game and showed the depth 
of talent we currently have. Tom Holbutt had an outstanding performance and was named 
player of the day.

Terry Taylor
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LADIES FOOTBALL 2013
LADIES DIVISION 1

9th June 2013 – vs. Hibiscus Coast: Result 4 v 0 win

Finally a game, after missing the last two weeks through postponements the ladies were 
champing at the bit to actually get on the field and play some football – and what an interesting 
field it was. One half firm and dry, the other covered in ankle deep water, which led to the 
necessity of adaptation and differing playing styles depending on where you were standing, 
dry ground = ball retention, fast passing game, attack at speed, wet side = chip and chase 
try and find some dry ground, and no mucking around with the ball.

The Birko ladies, who played into the pond first half, were by far the quickest team to adapt 
to the conditions and whether on the dry side or wet side of the halfway line completely 
dominated the play. Two of the team’s younger players, Lorna Selby and Millie Hinchliffe, 
destroyed Hibiscus down the left hand side of the field with Lorna constantly skinning her 
marker and whipping in cross after cross, and Millie cleaning up any Hibiscus through balls 
and feeding the ball back into Lorna so she could attack again.

The first goal came about ten minutes before the half from a corner taken by Lorna, the cross 
being placed right on the keeper, who missed it, and travelled through the throng of players 
into the back of the net, Gill Lathwood was quick to put her hand up at half time to say the 
cross hit her fringe before going in the goal, the rest of us a still waiting for the video replay.

Leading into the second half, with the promise of a dry attacking half, it was only a matter of 
time before the Birko pressure began to take its toll. Michaela Carlson chipped the keeper 
from twenty five yards out from the right hand side of the park for the second, and Gill 
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Lathwood did likewise from the left hand side of the field, after a great first 
touch, for the third (and arguably her second for the day), Fiona Pierce 
put the icing on the cake with the fourth, a five yard tap in after another 
successful attack down the left hand side of the park.

A player of the day performance from Lorna Selby and an extremely successful return to the 
field after a two week break for the Birko ladies. This week we say goodbye to Melia Rosen 
who will complete her degree this week, and flying out for greener pastures, best of luck in 
your future…..   

16th June 2013 – vs. Te Atatu Socialbelles: Result 2 v 1 Win 

The opportunity to play on the number one pitch was only slightly dampened by the persistent 
rain fall, and truthfully due to the quality of the field the ladies ability to play their free flowing 
passing style of football wasn’t hampered in the least.

In previous meetings with Te Atatu Socialbelles we have found them to be a physically 
dominating side reliant on smash and hack tactics, however it seems they have had a change 
in personnel with an injection of younger players who actually wanted to play football, which 
was refreshing from a coach’s point of view.

During the game itself the Birko midfield completely dominated, with the ladies stringing 
numerous first touch passers together, passing around and through the opposition, turning 
them on their heels and tiring them out from chasing shadows, before sending the ball wide 
to exploit the width the field offers, and realistically the only thing that kept Te Atatu in the 
game was their goal keeper, who had a superb performance throughout the game.

Unfortunately such dominance created complacency in the Birko backline who found 
themselves sitting too square on two occasions in the first half, the first occasion Te Atatu 
broke through and earned themselves a penalty, which fortunately hit the cross bar and 
bounced nicely into the keepers hands, the second time the Te Atatu striker found herself one 
on one and blasted the ball through the keeper going one nil up. After having such dominance 
and going one nil down the Birko ladies were spurred up a gear and it wasn’t long until Lorna 
Selby evened the scores with a twenty yard screaming.  

As the second half progressed Birko’s level of dominance increased with opportunity after 
opportunity being created, but again the Te Atatu keeper kept the scores even. With fifteen 
to go and no change in score line a formation change was required to make the difference, 
changing to a 3, 5, 2, formation which created an overlap and goal the ladies deserved. The 
goal itself was created by a beautiful display of midfield passing and a little bit of football 
magic and determination from Sarah Taylor who set up Lorna Selby to slot it home for 
her second of the day, and what turned out to be the winner. After the goal Te Atatu threw 
everything they had left at as but the ladies held on and came out with the three points I 
believe they deserved.

As mentioned outstanding performances by the Birko midfield, consisting of Yvette Amadia, 
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Sarah Taylor, Kitty Buchanan, Lorna Selby, and Sualing Tapili, and a player of the day 
performance from Sian Chad who from her right back position not only remained strong 
in defence, but constantly overlapped the midfield offering them another attacking option.

I believe if the Birko ladies can continue playing in the same manner as they did in this game 
they will test all opposition teams, and realistically without Te Atatu having such a strong 
keeper the score line in this game would have been much higher.

23rd June 2013 – vs. Oratia: Result 7 v 0 Win (NFF Federation One Cup) 

After our last schedule league game against Oratia being postponed, due to Oratia’s inability 
to field a team, it was a bit of a lottery who they would turn up with today, and a young side 
would be an understatement, with a large amount of the team being made up from their 
under 13’s. On seeing the opposition age and size the Birko ladies starting the game far too 
complacent, and for the first 20 minutes found themselves on the back foot, being outplayed 
by a team that just seemed to want it more.

Thankfully after the first twenty Birko managed to grab a goal, a calmly slotted side foot 
volley by Kitty Buchanan from a beauty cross from Lorna Selby, which finally settled the team 
back into their usual style of play and from there Birko started to dominate the play retaining 
the ball, passing it to feet around the opposition, and went into the half time break three nil 
up. The second half was completely dominated by Birko with a steady flow of goals, and I 
think Zoe Harker in the Birko goal may have touched the ball once during the half. Goals for 
the game went to Fiona Pierce, Sulaing Tapili, Lorna Selby, Kitty Buchanan, an own goal, and 
two to Sarah Taylor. Sarah Taylor picked up the player of the day for her two goals, which 
both came in the first half, and went a long way towards settling the team.   

LADIES DIVISION 2

9th June – 6-1 Win vs. Warkworth

This week the girls travelled up to Warkworth to kick off the second round of the league. 
Having won the first round encounter 4-1 we figured they would be up for a bit of revenge but 
the girls soon squashed that idea with an outstanding first 20mins where the performance 
would put any other team to shame. Defensively solid and beautiful going forward the girls 
dominated possession and finished with aplomb as the final score line shows. Whilst there 
were many great individual performances player of the day went to Dayna Hickman for an 
incredible 4 goals and all round brilliant performance. Other scorers included Patrice Koks 
and Kerrie Blackmore.   

16th June – 2-0 Win vs. Glenfield

Today we hosted the old foe and expected a tough game as we embarrassed them in the 
first round and knew they’d be wanting to get their own back. With more than just a little 
personal pride on the line the girls played a tactically strong game and controlled the pace 

LADIES FOOTBALL 2013
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and tempo for large amounts of time. After attacking at will and snuffing out 
every chance they had, the score line does this performance no credit what 
so ever and having 2 goals rubbed off certainly didn’t help. An all round 
solid performance which deserved better but its another 3 points secured 
thanks to a goal a piece by Dayna Hickman and Patrice Koks. Player of the day was too hard 
to choose and so it went to two girls this week. Karen Taylor for an excellent display at centre 
back and Samantha White for an all round confident display in the centre of midfield.  

23rd June – 3-1 Win vs. Ranui Rebelles (cup game)

To kick off this year’s cup campaign the girls travelled to Ranui for a rematch of our league 
game from a couple of weeks ago. Whilst the league game ended in a 6-0 win for us we 
knew not to take them lightly and that you have to perform every time to go far in a Cup 
comp. Despite going into this game confident that we could win again the performance 
was a little lack lustre mainly due to the playing surface stopping us from getting any good 
momentum rolling. After a shaky start though the girls adapted to the conditions, stuck to 
their guns and thanks to goals from Patrice Koks (2) and Samantha White were able to see 
out a fairly comfortable win. Player of the day went to our goal keeper Roz Marelich for some 
outstanding saves in the opening 20mins which kept us in the game and allowed us to settle 
the foundations to go on and win the game.  

LADIES DIVISION 3

The last three weeks have been disappointing at best for the women’s third division, especially 
after three wins on the trot.

Three weeks ago we drew one all to the Oratia Divas, from a neutral perspective it would 
have been good game to watch with plenty of goal-scoring opportunities. Oratia got an early 
goal and it was not until around the 75th minute that Phoebe Van der Plas managed to get an 
equaliser with a clinical finish after dribbling through the defence. However it was frustrating 
not to come away with the three points as we managed to miss a penalty and there were 
three or four good chances for a winner toward the end.

Two weeks ago we played Glenfield Black and lost 6-1. This was not one of our best 
performances by any means; it just did not happen for us that day. We had a few opportunities 
to score but they were not coming off, if we took our chances early it may have been a 
different game. Phoebe did manage a goal near the end of the second half but it was too little 
too late. Hopefully tomorrow we can put that behind us and play football like we know we can.

Last week we were down to play East Coast Bays but ended up being postponed due to 
Ashley Reserve being unplayable.
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NRFL PREMIER MENS

1	 John Fletcher
2	 Paul Park
3	 Harri Bolton-Roberts
4	 Sam Jenkins
5	 Ash Crawford
6	 Sam Jasper
7	 Godwin Darkwa
8	 Dylan Windust
9	 James Lawson
10	 Sam Margetts
11	 Jack Hobson-McVeigh
12	 Dan Morgan
13	 Roussi Nkoy
14	 David Parkinson
15	 Jacob Hall
16	 Ryan Howlett
17	 Elijah Neblett
18	 Adam Wallis
19	 Gareth Williams
20	 Jamie Shields
21	 Hayden Nayler

Coach: 	 Paul Hobson
Asst Coach:	 Tim Howlett
Manager: 	 Simon Parkinson
Physio:	 Hannah Dawson

MATCH DAY OFFICIALS: Stephen Fletcher, Pat Zhang, Allan Wilson

1	 Vladislav Frank
2	 Johnny Konings
3	 Wade Moloney
4	 Adam Luque
5	 Ricky Broderson
6	 Thomas Crawford
7	 Mark Jones
9	 Gurjeet (Sunny) Singh
10	 David Smith
11	 Jordon Shaw
13	 Dominick Edwards
14	 Graham Kay
15	 Eder Franchini
16	 Jarrod Young
17	 Raymond How
18	 Alexis Varela
19	 Michael Built
20	 Alfie Rogers      
21	 Rueben Parker

Coach:	 Mark Cossey
Asst Coach:	 Shane Comber  
Manage:	 Rod de Lisle  
Physio:	 Zhen Lu
Trainer:	 Josh Trewain
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‘LITTLE CHAMPIONS’ 
HOLIDAY 

PROGRAMME
The Birkenhead United AFC holiday programme ‘Little Champions’ 

run by Paul Hobson BUAFC Head of Football is on again.

At ‘Little Champions’ your player can expect to have a lot of fun, 
learn great new football skills and make new friends. 

Dates: Monday 15th July - Thursday 18th July 
between 9am -1pm

Held at the Birkenhead United clubrooms in Shepherds Park, Beach haven.

Ages: 5yrs to 12 yrs. 
Spaces are limited to 100 players a day

Cost: for BUAFC members $25 per day 
 (for non members $30 per day). 

Enrol now at www.littlechampions.org.nz
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2013 11th Grade Birkenhead Bullets have 
stepped up to the 11th Grade format and  
new challenges with great enthusiasm and 
commitment.  Playing on a larger field and 
with a larger squad was all new this year for 
the players.  They were very fortunate to find 
they had Mauri Wasi as their coach.

The draw was issued and our first two 
games were against last year’s winners 
(Hibiscus Coast) and the runners up (Ranui 
International).  Both games ended in tough 
draws but the team was building confidence.  
Mauri continued the tough training sessions 
and the team looked forward to our home 
game against Forrest Hill.   Unfortunately  Forrest Hill scored in the last minute and we lost 
1-0.  Our next three games were away and we beat Waitakere City (with some familiar faces 
from last year) 1-0,  and then beat Norwest 3-0.   We went into our sixth game against East 
Coast Bays with a lot of confidence but they managed to get two past us and we lost 2-0. 

Finally we had a game at home and the team picked up from their disappointing loss at ECB 
and they beat Oratia 3-1.  We were then away at  Albany  which ended in a frustrating 2-2 all 
draw.  Then for our last game of grading  we were at home against North Shore, who were 
second in the table.  It was a tough battle with chances on both sides.  Final whistle saw a 
nil all draw.

It’s been a great start to the season with grading now finished we played 9 games for 3 wins, 
4 draws and 2 losses.  We now look forward to the Championship round.  A huge thanks to 
Mauri for all his work with the team, David Meech for refereeing, the players for all their hard 
work at training and on the field and to the parents for their support.  

Philip Harkness
Manager - Birkenhead Bullets

11TH GRADE

Back Row of team photo taken before last 
grading game against North Shore United
Joseph, Logan W, Jacques, Ke’arn, Alvin, 
Dante
Front Row
Harry, Logan G, Corbin, Rene, Tor
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7TH AND 8TH GRADE ALBANY TOURNAMENT
7th and 8th Grade Festival games at Albany 
United on 23rd June

Four seasons in one day is what the teams 
experienced at Rosedale Park last Sunday.  
The first game was played in brilliant sunshine 
and the second, 15 minutes later, in torrential 
rain.  The kids loved the 15 minute games 
and playing on small pitches meant there 
were lots of goals for not much running.  In 
all there were 9 games played by each team.  
The 8th grade Blue side played some brilliant 
passing football scoring well constructed 
goals.  Their great play was duly rewarded 
as they were awarded 8th grade team of 
the day.  The Blue team was: Sam McQuay, 
Dylan Grant, Jack Gillum, Vojin Tamihana-Rilak, 
Luka Langenbach, Dominic Hawkins, Logan 
Harkness.

Thanks to Matt Hawkins and to the other team 
mangers Clive Van Zyl who coached a 7th 
grade team. They had mixed results, but the 
kids had a great time. To Cameron Walsh who 
took the other 8th grade team and won all but 
2 games. All in all a pretty good day.

RD Property Contracting Ltd
Richard Davis
Managing Director

• Fencing 
• Retaining 
• Gib Board Repairs 
• Lawn Mowing 
• Repairs and Gutter Cleanouts 
• General Maintenance 
• Rubbish Removals 
• Painting 
• Paving 
• Gardening 
• Any non permit Building work 
• Rental Property Clean Ups

You Name It We May Be Able To Do It!
If no answer just leave a message and we will call you back.

P: 021 31 08 71
E: pandrc@xtra.co.nz

Proud to Support
Birkenhead Utd!
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FUN FOOTBALL 2013
A couple of weeks ago we brought in the reserves and under 17 squads to help the coaches 
train our 6th grade players. The reason we do this is to connect the senior club to the junior 
club. It is also a way to engage our kids in football, they get to know our senior players and 
they want to play like them. This is a big piece in their development.

Also a big piece in their development is the parents who we get to coach. They put in a huge 
effort and some parents have very little or no football knowledge. Below is an article from a 
first time coach Andy Ballard who volunteered to coach this season. Coaching can be a real 
challenge, but it is incredibly rewarding. 

6th Grade Burgundy – Andy Ballard

My son decided he wanted to play football two days after registration closed. When we called 
the club they weren’t sure if they could fit him in but did mention they needed a 6th grade 
coach. Fast forward a few weeks and I’m coaching him and four other budding stars in a 
sport I was absolutely rubbish at and 
have hardly played for 30 years. I had 
the foresight to google “kids football 
drills” and got a vague idea of what 
I might do in our first session. I also 
watched a YouTube clip on refereeing 
so I knew the difference between the 
whistle for half time and full time. Yes, 
I knew the kids wouldn’t care, but I 
thought the parents might.

I felt under enormous pressure during 
that first training session. Would they have fun? Would they learn something? How would their 
parents react? Would I remember their names? Luckily the answers were a resounding YES, 
probably, happy and mostly. I can’t say they worked as a team but they did work. Each one 
of them tried so hard and they pulled off that motivational first win.

From then it was a case of building on each week’s progress. In training I added a new drill 
each week and dropped the ones that weren’t working or that the kids seemed to have 
mastered. I even stopped resorting to YouTube and started designing my own training games. 

Week six was a critical one for the team. Two of our players were sick and not just any two 
but the two key goal-scorers who had scored over 80% of our goals between them. The 
opposition team kindly loaned us a player who seemed happy to don the burgundy shirt. 
Ironically losing our strikers was probably the best thing that could have happened for player 
development. The remaining boys discovered a goal instinct and impressed me with another 
win. 

There’ve been lots of stories in the media about verbal and physical attacks on coaches, 
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even at midget grades. Coaches have been reported as feeling under-appreciated and 
unfairly criticised for their decisions. Thankfully I can say that has not been my experience at 
all at Birkenhead United. The parents are incredibly supportive and uncritical, especially given 
that most of them are surely far better players than me.

After seven weeks I actually have started to feel that I might know what I’m doing. The boys 
are all still having fun and so am I. I think we’ve only lost one game but I honestly can’t be 
sure – it actually is about the playing and not the winning. I’ve happily accepted the moniker 
“coach Andy” and I feel I might even be earning it. The boys sometimes put into practice 
what we’ve done in training; this week they started passing.  I think I might just put my hand 
up again next season :)

I would like to thank all our coaches in the club as it is you who make a great football 
experience for our players and the reason why our club is as strong as it is today. I can’t wait 
to see more of our kids make it into our first team in years to come.

Fun Football Coordinator
Ben McQuay

FUN FOOTBALL 2013

Birkenhead
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Phone: 419 2409
9 Birkenhead Avenue, Birkenhead

Providing skill & service to sellers 
and buyers, landlords and 

tenants.

Locals working locally.

Donation of $300 to your club 
for any referral resulting in 

a listing and sale. $100 for a 
property management

.

GP CONTRACTORS
PAINTING & DECOR ATING LTD

• High quality finishes • Interior/Exterior
• Spray, Brush, Roller • Special Effects

• Wallpaper

Ph Phil Carlsen
M: 021 743 787 • H: 09 482 5362

E: pcarlsen@ihug.co.nz

or Glenn Bradshaw
M: 021 743 786 • H: 09 442 1105

BEACHHAVEN MOTORS (2010) LIMITED
102 Beachhaven Road, Beachhaven. Ph: 482 2905

Family owned and operated
Proudly supporting our local schools and community

$10.00 off WOF on mention
of this advertisement
**Bookings essential**

For all your Mechanical Repairs and Servicing

Not redeemable for cash. Voucher valid until 31 December 2013
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LEAGUE TABLES
NRFL PREMIER MENS 								      

TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS

Birkenhead Utd 	 10	 7	 2	 1	 30	 15	 15	 23

Hamilton Wanderers AFC 	 11	 5	 5	 1	 30	 14	 16	 20

East Coast Bays 	 10	 6	 2	 2	 27	 14	 13	 20

Central Utd 	 10	 6	 1	 3	 26	 14	 12	 19

Bay Olympic 	 10	 4	 2	 4	 17	 17	 0	 14

Onehunga Sports 	 10	 4	 2	 4	 18	 19	 -1	 14

Ellerslie AFC 	 10	 3	 2	 5	 10	 13	 -3	 11

Three Kings Utd 	 9	 2	 4	 3	 21	 19	 2	 10

Manurewa AFC 	 10	 1	 1	 8	 6	 36	 -30	 4

Waitakere City FC 	 10	 0	 3	 7	 10	 34	 -24	 3

NRFL PREMIER RESERVES								      

TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS

Hamilton Wanderers AFC 	 11	 8	 2	 1	 30	 15	 15	 26

Central Utd 	 11	 8	 1	 2	 34	 17	 17	 25

Birkenhead Utd 	 11	 7	 2	 2	 34	 22	 12	 23

Ellerslie AFC 	 10	 7	 1	 2	 24	 13	 11	 22

East Coast Bays 	 11	 5	 0	 6	 24	 23	 1	 15

Manurewa AFC 	 10	 4	 2	 4	 19	 19	 0	 14

Onehunga Sports 	 11	 4	 1	 6	 21	 26	 -5	 13

Three Kings Utd 	 11	 4	 1	 6	 20	 27	 -7	 13

Waitakere City FC 	 11	 1	 2	 8	 18	 37	 -19	 5

Bay Olympic 	 11	 0	 0	 11	 11	 36	 -25	 0

								      

NFF MEN’S 1ST DIVISION 

TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS

East Coast Bays Sheehan 	 12	 9	 1	 2	 39	 20	 19	 28

Takapuna Boca Seniors 	 12	 6	 4	 2	 30	 21	 9	 22

Birkenhead Camelspace 	 12	 6	 3	 3	 23	 16	 7	 21

Waitakere Vitor 	 9	 5	 1	 3	 22	 12	 10	 16

Glenfield Exell 	 9	 3	 3	 3	 16	 15	 1	 12

Oratia United 	 12	 2	 2	 8	 14	 26	 -12	 8

Air Force 	 7	 2	 1	 4	 14	 15	 -1	 7

North Shore United 	 9	 0	 1	 8	 3	 36	 -33	 1
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NFF MEN’S 2ND DIVISION
TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS
Albany Africans 	 12	 9	 2	 1	 46	 21	 25	 29
Albany The Boys 	 12	 8	 4	 0	 40	 15	 25	 28
Glenfield Muppets 	 12	 7	 1	 4	 38	 26	 12	 22
East Coast Bays Syab 	 12	 6	 3	 3	 29	 14	 15	 21
Glenfield Re-United 	 12	 5	 1	 6	 34	 26	 8	 16
Birkenhead Hauraki Home Brew 	 12	 5	 1	 6	 26	 34	 -8	 16
North Shore Seagulls 	 11	 4	 3	 4	 22	 22	 0	 15
Takapuna Tornadoes 	 11	 5	 0	 6	 23	 30	 -7	 15
Oratia Forrest 	 11	 3	 3	 5	 22	 29	 -7	 12
Glenfield Juggernaut 	 12	 4	 0	 8	 16	 23	 -7	 12
Albany Red United 	 11	 3	 2	 6	 22	 35	 -13	 11
Hibiscus Evolution 	 12	 1	 0	 11	 19	 62	 -43	 3

NFF MEN’S 4TH DIVISION							     
TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS
East Coast Bays Thomas 	 12	 9	 2	 1	 27	 12	 15	 29
Forrest Hill Muff  	 11	 6	 1	 4	 31	 23	 8	 19
Albany Champs 	 11	 6	 1	 4	 29	 23	 6	 19
Puhoi Wolfpack 	 11	 5	 3	 3	 27	 18	 9	 18
Birkenhead United 	 12	 5	 1	 6	 24	 28	 -4	 16
East Coast Bays Optimus Prime 	 11	 4	 2	 5	 19	 21	 -2	 14
Albany Young Poles 	 10	 3	 4	 3	 22	 16	 6	 13
Glenfield Roberts 	 11	 4	 1	 6	 23	 28	 -5	 13
Forrest Hill Jammy Donuts 	 12	 3	 3	 6	 20	 27	 -7	 12
Navy 	 9	 1	 0	 8	 5	 31	 -26	 3

NFF MEN’S 7TH DIVISION CHAMPIONSHIP
TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS
Forrest Hill Flames 	 1	 1	 0	 0	 2	 1	 1	 3
Waitemata 	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Birkenhead Frisby 	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Forrest Hill Wanderers 	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Greenhithe Frontal Lobotomy Boys 	1	 0	 0	 1	 1	 2	 -1	 0

LEAGUE TABLES
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NFF O35S 1ST DIVISION

TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS

Hibiscus Statues 	 10	 7	 3	 0	 47	 11	 36	 24

North Shore Bucks 	 11	 6	 3	 2	 37	 15	 22	 21

Birkenhead Cavheads 	 11	 6	 3	 2	 37	 24	 13	 21

Albany Mad Dogs 	 12	 5	 5	 2	 28	 25	 3	 20

Albany Lads 	 12	 6	 1	 5	 26	 21	 5	 19

Glenfield Roosters 	 11	 5	 4	 2	 33	 29	 4	 19

Waitakere Bosch Car Service 	 11	 3	 1	 7	 20	 33	 -13	 10

Oratia Gerihatricks 	 12	 3	 0	 9	 27	 50	 -23	 9

East Coast Bays All Sorts 	 11	 2	 2	 7	 18	 30	 -12	 8

Waitemata 	 11	 2	 0	 9	 18	 53	 -35	 6

								      

NFF O35S 2ND DIVISION

TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS

Warkworth 	 12	 11	 1	 0	 58	 19	 39	 34

Glenfield Rock 	 12	 7	 4	 1	 36	 11	 25	 25

Oratia Rovers 	 12	 6	 3	 3	 32	 21	 11	 21

West Auckland 	 11	 5	 3	 3	 25	 18	 7	 18

Norwest United 	 12	 4	 5	 3	 28	 22	 6	 17

Birkenhead Progressive 	 11	 3	 4	 4	 32	 24	 8	 13

Forrest Hill Milford 	 11	 2	 4	 5	 24	 34	 -10	 10

Glen Eden Blue 	 12	 2	 3	 7	 15	 35	 -20	 9

East Coast Bays Kim 	 12	 2	 1	 9	 14	 51	 -37	 7

Glen Eden Black 	 11	 1	 2	 8	 10	 39	 -29	 5

								      

NFF O35S 3RD DIVISION

TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS

Waitemata 	 10	 7	 1	 2	 28	 15	 13	 22

Birkenhead Boca 	 11	 6	 2	 3	 21	 15	 6	 20

East Coast Bays Foreign Legion 	 10	 6	 2	 2	 15	 12	 3	 20

Hibiscus Invaders 	 11	 6	 1	 4	 18	 18	 0	 19

Te Atatu Socialbles 	 10	 4	 2	 4	 19	 21	 -2	 14

Glenfield Gringos 	 10	 3	 3	 4	 25	 17	 8	 12

Albany Originals 	 8	 4	 0	 4	 15	 16	 -1	 12

Te Atatu Blue 	 11	 2	 1	 8	 15	 24	 -9	 7

Hibiscus Heroes 	 11	 1	 2	 8	 17	 35	 -18	 5

LEAGUE TABLES
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LEAGUE TABLES
NFF O35S 4TH DIVISION

TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS

Birkenhead Bonnie Ladd 	 11	 10	 1	 0	 39	 14	 25	 31

East Coast Bays Elford 	 11	 9	 2	 0	 41	 8	 33	 29

Ranui Ragers 	 11	 5	 4	 2	 33	 15	 18	 19

Greenhithe Roaring Forties 	 11	 5	 3	 3	 24	 20	 4	 18

West Auckland Old Farts 	 9	 4	 2	 3	 14	 12	 2	 14

Waitakere Matrix 	 11	 2	 4	 5	 12	 18	 -6	 10

Glenfield Cobwebs 	 9	 3	 1	 5	 18	 25	 -7	 10

Albany Nortons 	 11	 2	 2	 7	 10	 18	 -8	 8

Greenhithe Rebels 	 11	 2	 2	 7	 14	 39	 -25	 8

Glenfield Internationals 	 11	 0	 1	 10	 8	 44	 -36	 1

METRO 17TH GRADE

TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS

Ellerslie AFC  Sunday	 11	 7	 3	 1	 31	 9	 22	 24

Eastern Suburbs AFC  Holt	 11	 8	 0	 3	 27	 9	 18	 24

Birkenhead Utd 	 10	 6	 1	 3	 26	 12	 14	 19

Three Kings 	 9	 6	 1	 2	 22	 9	 13	 19

Waitakere City  Mesias	 10	 5	 1	 4	 19	 12	 7	 16

Forrest Hill Milford 	 9	 3	 4	 2	 12	 8	 4	 13

Bucklands Beach  Spurs	 10	 3	 0	 7	 12	 25	 -13	 9

Central Utd FC 	 9	 2	 2	 5	 9	 17	 -8	 8

Papakura City 	 10	 2	 1	 7	 12	 35	 -23	 7

Oratia Utd 	 11	 1	 1	 9	 8	 42	 -34	 4

NFF WOMEN’S 1ST DIVISION

TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS

East Coast Bays 	 11	 9	 0	 2	 38	 17	 21	 27

Te Atatu 	 10	 8	 0	 2	 20	 7	 13	 24

Takapuna 	 11	 7	 1	 3	 28	 14	 14	 22

Birkenhead United 	 9	 6	 0	 3	 20	 9	 11	 18

West Auckland Reserves 	 10	 2	 2	 6	 11	 25	 -14	 8

Hibiscus Coast Gold (2013) 	 10	 2	 2	 6	 4	 19	 -15	 8

Oratia United 	 9	 1	 2	 6	 6	 17	 -11	 5

Te Atatu Sociabelles 	 10	 1	 1	 8	 9	 28	 -19	 4
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NFF WOMEN’S 2ND DIVISION

TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS

Birkenhead United 	 11	 8	 0	 3	 41	 15	 26	 24

Norwest Reserves 	 10	 7	 1	 2	 25	 15	 10	 22

Glen Eden United 	 8	 5	 3	 0	 21	 8	 13	 18

East Coast Bays Reserves 	 11	 5	 2	 4	 19	 19	 0	 17

Ranui Swanson 	 10	 4	 4	 2	 23	 17	 6	 16

Glenfield Gazelles 	 9	 4	 0	 5	 16	 23	 -7	 12

West Auckland Knights 	 10	 2	 4	 4	 9	 17	 -8	 10

Ranui Rebelles 	 10	 2	 3	 5	 11	 23	 -12	 9

Hibiscus Coast AAs 	 10	 2	 1	 7	 16	 25	 -9	 7

Warkworth Surveyors 	 11	 2	 0	 9	 22	 41	 -19	 6

NFF WOMEN’S 3RD/4TH DIVISION GRADING

TEAM	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 GD	 PTS

Waitemata 	 12	 12	 0	 0	 72	 11	 61	 36

Oratia Social 	 11	 9	 1	 1	 66	 18	 48	 28

Glenfield Black 	 10	 8	 1	 1	 39	 12	 27	 25

Takapuna Social 	 10	 7	 1	 2	 64	 16	 48	 22

East Coast Bays Snell 	 10	 6	 2	 2	 47	 18	 29	 20

Waitakere City 	 11	 5	 1	 5	 36	 28	 8	 16

Glenfield Gold 	 11	 4	 2	 5	 32	 39	 -7	 14

Oratia Socialites 	 11	 4	 1	 6	 25	 18	 7	 13

Birkenhead United 	 10	 4	 1	 5	 23	 25	 -2	 13

Oratia Divas 	 11	 2	 2	 7	 18	 44	 -26	 8

Norwest Barker 	 11	 1	 1	 9	 5	 54	 -49	 4

West Auckland Wookettes 	 11	 1	 0	 10	 8	 56	 -48	 3

Glen Eden New 	 11	 0	 1	 10	 5	 101	 -96	 1

Bream Bay Felines	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

LEAGUE TABLES
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2013 NRFL PREMIER RESERVES FIXTURE/RESULTS

The majority of games kick off at 12.30pm, but please check www.birkenheadunited.org.nz or www.aucklandfootball.org.nz for confirmation.
* Game on Sat 1 Jun a 3.45pm kick off.

TIME  HOME TEAM  AWAY TEAM VENUE

Sat 6 Apr Three Kings Utd 1 vs Birkenhead Utd 1 Seymour Park 1 D

Sat 13 Apr East Coast Bays 1 vs Birkenhead Utd 2 Bay City Park 1 W

Sat 20 Apr Onehunga Sports 1 vs Birkenhead Utd 0 Waikaraka Pk 1 L

Sat 27 Apr Birkenhead Utd 4 vs Manurewa AFC 2 Shepherds Park 1 W

Sat 4 May  Waitakere City FC 2 vs  Birkenhead Utd 5 Fred Taylor Park 1 W

Sat 11 May Birkenhead Utd 5 vs Bay Olympic 4 Shepherds Park 1 W

Sat 18 May Hamilton Wanderers AFC 3 vs Birkenhead Utd 3 Porritt Stadium 1 D

Sat 25 May Birkenhead Utd 1 vs Central Utd 3 Shepherds Park 1 L

Sat 1 Jun * Ellerslie AFC 1 vs Birkenhead Utd 2  Michaels Ave 1 W

Sat 8 Jun Birkenhead Utd 5 vs Three Kings Utd 2  Shepherds Park 1 W

Sat 22 Jun Birkenhead Utd 6 vs East Coast Bays 2  Shepherds Park 1 W

Sat 6 Jul Birkenhead Utd vs Onehunga Sports   Shepherds Park 1

Sat 13 Jul Manurewa AFC vs Birkenhead Utd   Memorial Park 1

Sat 20 Jul Birkenhead Utd vs Waitakere City FC   Shepherds Park 1

Sat 27 Jul Bay Olympic vs Birkenhead Utd   Olympic Park

Sat 3 Aug Birkenhead Utd vs Hamilton Wanderers AFC   Shepherds Park 1

Sun 11 Aug Central Utd vs Birkenhead Utd   Freyberg Field

Sat 17 Aug Birkenhead Utd vs Ellerslie AFC   Shepherds Park 1
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2013 NRFL MEN’S PREMIER FIXTURE/RESULTS

The majority of games kick off at 2.45pm, but please check www.birkenheadunited.org.nz or www.aucklandfootball.org.nz for confirmation.
* Game on Sat 1 Jun a 6pm kick off.

TIME  HOME TEAM  AWAY TEAM VENUE

Sat 6 Apr Three Kings Utd 1 vs Birkenhead Utd 1 Seymour Park 1 D

Sat 13 Apr East Coast Bays 1 vs Birkenhead Utd 2 Bay City Park 1 W

Sat 20 Apr Onehunga Sports 3 vs Birkenhead Utd 5 Waikaraka Pk 1 W

Sat 27 Apr Birkenhead Utd 5 vs Manurewa AFC 0 Shepherds Park 1 W

Sat 4 May  Waitakere City FC 1 vs  Birkenhead Utd 6 Fred Taylor Park 1 W

Sat 11 May Birkenhead Utd 2 vs Bay Olympic 1 Shepherds Park 1 W

Sat 18 May Hamilton Wanderers AFC 2 vs Birkenhead Utd 2 Porritt Stadium 1 D

Sat 25 May Birkenhead Utd 4 vs Central Utd 5 Shepherds Park 1 L

Sat 1 Jun * Ellerslie AFC 0 vs Birkenhead Utd 1  Michaels Ave 1 W

Sat 8 Jun Birkenhead Utd 2 vs Three Kings Utd 1  Shepherds Park 1 W

Sat 22 Jun Birkenhead Utd vs East Coast Bays   Shepherds Park 1

Sat 6 Jul Birkenhead Utd vs Onehunga Sports   Shepherds Park 1

Sat 13 Jul Manurewa AFC vs Birkenhead Utd   Memorial Park 1

Sat 20 Jul Birkenhead Utd vs Waitakere City FC   Shepherds Park 1

Sat 27 Jul Bay Olympic vs Birkenhead Utd   Olympic Park

Sat 3 Aug Birkenhead Utd vs Hamilton Wanderers AFC   Shepherds Park 1

Sun 11 Aug Central Utd vs Birkenhead Utd   Freyberg Field

Sat 17 Aug Birkenhead Utd vs Ellerslie AFC   Shepherds Park 1

Come and join us on a

Thursday Night
for a convivial evening of 

DARTS
7pm Registration for 7.30pm start.

$3 per player.

From beginners to professionals! 
We cater for all levels of players so come and join us!

POSTPONED DUE TO ASB CHATHAM CUP
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CLUB CONTACTS
Club Personnel

Facilities Manager:	 Bill Illingworth	 Ph. 482 2494

President:	 David Newick	 Ph. 021 579 996

Vice President:	 Gareth Williams	 Ph: 021 0287 1703

Secretary:	 Neil Coventry	 Ph: 021 0265 2828

Club Captain/Media Liaison Officer:	 Ajmol Ali	 Ph: 021 781 333

Treasurer:	 Sian Chad	 Ph: 021 257 4566

Junior Convenor:	 Ross Frisby	 Ph. 483 5718 or 021 648 352

Director of Coaching:	 Paul Hobson	 Ph. 021 144 8702

1st Men’s Coach:	 Paul Hobson	 Ph. 021 144 8702

Events and Fundraising	 Ajmol Ali	 021 781 333
		  Email: a.ali@massey.ac.nz

Match Day Programme
If you would like to support the club in the way of advertising in this match day 

programme or for any other kind of publication questions please contact 
Graham Lambert on 419 7124.

Also if you would like an article included, please email 
heather@akaranapublishing.co.nz

AKARANA PUBLISHING COMPANY
Sporting & General PublicationsPA



• Concrete • Drainage • Foundations • Retaining Walls

• Slip Stabilisation• Pile Driving & Drilling

• Contaminated Waste Disposal

Ph: 412 7048 Fax: 412 7410
14 Wookey Lane, Kumeu 0841



Birkenhead United
would like to thank the following sponsors and acknowledge 

all those people who have either advertised within this 
programme, or voluntarily given their time to help the club.

MAJOR SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

Tuatara Management 
Lasoo
Takapuna Orthodontic Group 
3 Little Birds 
Aqua Floors
Jam Talent 
J+S Mobile Catering 

Republik 
Akarana Publishing
RTL
Safety Source
Mike Pero Real Estate
Gobble Caterers
Barfoot & Thompson Beach Haven


